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ACTION AF-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-03 H-01 INR-05 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 COME-00 EB-04 LAB-01 SIL-01 /056 W 

088213 

R221215Z OCT 74 
FM AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3536 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY MASERU 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMCONSUL DURBAN 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMCONSUL LOURENCO MARQUES 

UNCLAS JOHANNESBURG 1093 

CAPE TOWN ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, SF 

SUBJ: ANOTHER ROUND OF WAGE INCREASES FOR BLACK MINERS 
REE: JOHANNESBURG 594; 609 

1 . ON OCTOBER 21 SOUTH AFRICAN CHAMBER OF MINES ANNOUNCED THAT 
EFFECTIVE DECEMBER 1 MINIMUM WAGES EOR BEGINNING BLACK UNDERGROUND 
WORKERS WILL INCREASE 33 PERCENT FROM PRESENT 120 CENTS PER SHIFT 

TO 160 CENTS. NEW STARTING RATE WILL BE R41 .60 PER 26 SHIFT MONTH 
(PLUS ALLOWANCE) OR OVER THREE TIMES MINIMUM RATE IN EFEECT IN 
MAY 1973. 

2. CHAMBER ALSO ANNOUNCED PLANS TO LAUNCH INTENSIVE 3-WEEK 
RECRUITING CAMPAIGN ON RADIO BANTU, PURPOSE OF WHICH WILL BE 

TO ATTRACT MORE SOUTH AFRICAN BLACKS (EVENTUALLY 50,000 PER YEAR) 
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TO MINES AND THUS DECREASE INDUSTRY’S POLITICALLY VULNERABLE DEPEN- 
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DENCE ON IMPORTED CONTRACT LABOR. 
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